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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Robert Nelson Shigley ’50, May 27, 
Atlanta.  He joined the Army Air Corps 
and during World War II "ew 36 combat 
missions as a B-17 waist gunner based in 
Italy.  After earning his college degree he 
taught in high schools in Alabama and 
Georgia and was a principal of schools in 
those states and in Tennessee.  He earned 
his doctorate from the University of 
Alabama and went on to serve as assistant 
school superintendent in Douglas County, 
Ga.  From 1966 to 1972 he was a division 
director of the Georgia Department of 
Education, where his responsibilities 
included administration of funding and 
development of Fernbank Science Center 
and the Atlanta Area School for the Deaf, 
supervision of the Governor’s Honors 
program, and a host of other programs 
dealing with special education, teacher 
education and certi!cation.  He was 
principal of Douglas County Comprehen-
sive High School from 1972 to 1974 and 
then served as director of Pioneer Regional 
Educational Services Administration.  After 
retiring from Georgia public education in 
1978, he worked with schools in Alaska 
and served as a superintendent in Nome.
Fannie Marion Darby Bunn ’51, March 
15, Asheville, N.C.  She was a sergeant in 
the Women’s Army Corps during World 
War II.  She was co-owner with her hus-
band of Bunn Antiques in Asheville and 
also taught at a number of schools in the 
Asheville area until retiring in 1980.  She 
was a member of the North Carolina 
Retired Teachers Association, 2nd Chance 
YMCA and the Preservation Society, and 
was a volunteer for Meals on Wheels.
James V. Edwards ’51, June 2, North 
Charleston, S.C.  He was on the North 
Charleston City Council from 1974 to 1986, 
serving as chair of the Recreation and Parks 
Committee.  After an unsuccessful run for 
mayor in 1990, he was elected to another 
four-year term on City Council in 1991.  
In addition to his political involvement, 
he was a customer account representative 
with the North Charleston Sewer District.
John Workman Touchberry ’51, 
April 26, Rosman, N.C.  After earning 
graduate degrees from Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary and Lancaster 
Theological Seminary, he completed clinical 
pastoral training at Bowman Gray School 
of Medicine in Winston-Salem, N.C.  
He was ordained in 1955 and served his 
!rst church in Cordova, S.C.  While later 
working in student ministry as director 
of Georgia Seagle Hall at the University 
of Florida, he joined the United Church 
of Christ and was called to be the minis-
ter of Faith United Church of Christ in 
Clearwater, Fla.  He moved to Lansdale, 
Pa., in 1973 to become senior minister 
of St. John’s United Church of Christ, 
where he remained until retiring in 1999.  
He was founder of Interfaith Community 
Services and Community Housing Services 
and was on the boards of Helpline and 
the American Heart Association.  In 1989 
Lancaster Seminary presented him the 
Allan S. Meck Award for Excellence in 
Parish Ministry.  He was named a Paul 
Harris Fellow by Lansdale Rotary Inter-
national in 1992 and also received the 
North Penn Chamber of Commerce 
Community Service Award.  In 1993 
he received the Lansdale Jaycees 
Community Service Award.
Ramelle Heriot Bolt Hudson ’52, 
May 4, Oviedo, Fla.  She was a talented 
pianist and organist.
Patrick Henry Riddick ’52, May 22, 
Columbia, S.C.  He served two tours of 
duty with the U.S. Army in Korea, achieving 
the rank of !rst lieutenant, then enjoyed 
a long career in banking that began with 
Bankers Trust of South Carolina and ended 
with his retirement as a vice president 
of NationsBank.
he was elected president of the Georgia 
Orthopaedic Society.  Throughout his 
medical career he maintained an interest 
in music, and during his surgical intern-
ship and residency he served as a church 
choir director.  He retired from medical 
practice in 1987 but remained active 
in Augusta music circles, serving as 
president of the Harry Jacobs Chamber 
Music Society.
Charles Henry Ellis ’47, April 2, 
Greenville.  He served in the U.S. Army 
during World War II, working with 
chaplains behind the front lines in 
the Paci!c region.  A talented musician, 
he worked with the Greenville County 
School District and was an organist 
at several churches in Greenville.
Marian Martin Johnson ’47, April 10, 
Roanoke, Va.  She was a lifelong educa-
tor, teaching in South Carolina, North 
Carolina and Virginia, where she retired.  
A longtime member of Beta Sigma Phi 
sorority and the Iota Master Chapter 
of Roanoke, she was also a member 
of the Electa Chapter of the Order 
of the Eastern Star.
Frances Eloise Brigman Epps ’48, 
May 10, Latta, S.C.  She taught !rst 
grade in the Latta schools for more 
than 35 years and was a member 
of the Hyman Grange.  
Kirby J. Quinn, Jr. ’48, March 22, 
Greenville.  He was founder and 
president of Town House Galleries 
interior design !rm.  His commissions 
consisted of both commercial and 
residential interiors throughout the East 
Coast, from Maine to Sea Island, Ga.  
He was an associate member of the 
American Society of Interior Designers.
Sarah Reid Surett ’48, March 29, 
Greenville.  A talented "ower arranger, 
she was associated with John Roberts 
Florist in Greenville.
Wilda Patton Pettigrew Thackston 
’48, Fountain Inn, S.C.  She was retired 
from Bell South as a sales representative.
Martha Pitts Redden Martens ’49, 
March 26, Newport News, Va.  She was 
a "ower arranger and nationally accredited 
"ower show judge.  A past president of 
the Clarice Wilson Garden Club, Greenville 
Garden Club and Greenville Woman’s Club, 
she received numerous awards for her 
"oral creations.
Jesse M. Ray ’49, April 5, Greenville.  
He enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was 
a veteran of World War II and the Korean 
War.  He graduated from Furman after 
World War II and from the University of 
South Carolina law school after the Korean 
War, eventually practicing law in Greenville 
from 1955 to 1998.  He also served 
17 years as U.S. commissioner and U.S. 
magistrate.  He was a member of the 
South Carolina Bar, the Greenville County 
Bar and the S.C. Trial Lawyers Association.  
In retirement he became an advocate 
for those in need and handled a number 
of pro bono cases.
John H. Pace, Sr. ’50, February 11, 
Lexington, N.C.  He was a World War II 
veteran of the European theater, earning 
two Bronze Stars, the World War II Victory 
Medal and the Purple Heart.  Afterward he 
worked with the U.S. Postal Service for !ve 
years, then entered the ministry.  He served 
seven churches in the Carolinas and was 
pastor of Reeds Baptist Church from 1969 
until his retirement in 1991.  He also wrote 
two church histories and served on the 
General Board of the North Carolina 
Baptist Convention.
Charles Howard Painter ’50, May 19, 
Anderson, S.C.  He served in the U.S. 
Marine Corps during World War II and the 
Korean Con"ict.  He was a retired !nance 
broker, a Hejaz Shriner and a Mason.
co-owner of Industrial Maintenance 
& Mechanical Services and eventually 
retired from Jacobs Engineering.
Bobby J. Bogan ’57, May 13, Greenville.  
He retired from the U.S. Coast Guard after 
23 years of service.  He was a member of 
the Lions Club and Woodmen of the 
World.
Roy Dale McDade ’57, March 16, 
Greenville.  He was owner and operator 
of McDade Tile Company and was an artist. 
He served in the U.S. Marine Corps during 
the Korean War.  
Richard Lewis Estes ’58, April 9, 
Greenwood, S.C.  He was retired from 
Allied Signal Inc.  
Hiram Lloyd McElrath ’58, May 10, 
Hemingway, S.C.  He served two tours 
of duty in the U.S. Navy, then went into 
the ministry and was a pastor of churches 
in Louisiana and South Carolina.  He was 
senior pastor emeritus of Georgetown
First Baptist Church.
Sara Elizabeth Sims ’52, March 9, 
Greenville.  She spent her career teaching 
elementary school and retired from Blythe 
Elementary, where she taught fourth and 
!fth grades. 
William Patterson Peebles ’53, March 
27, Duncan, S.C.  He was a U.S. Air Force 
veteran of the Korean War and retired 
from Mayfair Mill after 38 years of service.  
He was a member of the Spartanburg 
County District 5 School Board for 13 years 
and was a ranger at Willow Creek Golf 
Club.
Charles “Dusty” Rhodes ’54, March 
31, Greenville.  A 24-year veteran of the 
U.S. Navy, he served during the Korean 
and Vietnam con"icts.  He was retired 
from Greenville Technical College and 
was a member of the Ruritans.
William Haud Ballenger, Jr. ’55, April 
2, Simpsonville, S.C.  A U.S. Army veteran 
of the Korean War, he was a former 
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Jerry Augustus Privette ’58, March 15, 
Concord, N.C.  He was a pastor of Baptist 
churches in six states and also was a con-
sultant in the Architectural Department 
at the Baptist Sunday School Board in 
Nashville, Tenn.  He later spent 21 years 
as a professor of Christian education 
at Southwestern Theological Seminary 
in Fort Worth, Texas.
Charles Kenneth Glenn ’59, May 9, 
Morristown, Tenn.  After attending Golden 
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary in Mill 
Valley, Calif., he spent 40 years in the 
ministry as a pastor and missionary.  His 
!rst assignment with the Foreign Mission 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
was to Wiesbaden, West Germany, from 
1971-75.  In 1976 he was Professor of Old 
Testament Ethics at the Liberia Baptist 
Seminary in Monrovia and the following 
year he became pastor of the Christian 
Fellowship House in Ahwaz, Iran, where 
he served until U.S. citizens were evacuated 
in late 1978.  He worked in Munich from 
1979 to 1985, then returned to the states 
to serve as pastor of First Baptist Church 
in Bellevue, Neb.  In 1990 he received the 
Distinguished Alumnus Award from Golden 
Gate Seminary, and in 1994 he returned
to his native Georgia as pastor of Mars 
Hill Baptist Church in Watkinsville.  
In 1997 he moved to Morristown, 
where for four years he led the senior 
adult ministry at Manley Baptist Church.  
Charles Edward Lynn ’59, March 10, 
Greenville.  After serving two years in 
the U.S. Army in Germany, he served for 
!ve years in the Army Reserves.  He was 
employed by the U.S. Postal Service, 
leaving in 1967 to work at Greenville 
Memorial Gardens.  He eventually co-
owned perpetual care cemeteries 
throughout the Southeast with Holder-
Lynn Association and served as the national 
president of the Pre-Arrangement 
Interment Association of America from 
IN JULY OF 2007, Craig Waldon’s son, Wayne, was
hit by a projectile from a detonated roadside bomb 
on the outskirts of Baghdad. 
 Days later, the 2004 Furman graduate and army 
captain had his leg amputated above his right knee.
 Like his son, Craig Waldon ’71, director of 
research in Furman’s development of!ce, completed 
Furman’s ROTC program and was commissioned as 
an of!cer upon graduation.  He has many friends 
who served in Vietnam.
 So updating Furman’s Doughboy memorial
is a natural !t for him.
 The Doughboy currently memorializes Furman 
alumni killed during the !rst two World Wars.  Waldon 
and Lt. Col. Bill Price (military science) are collecting 
names of alumni who died in Korea, Vietnam and 
subsequent military engagements, with plans to add 
their names to the memorial.
 Built on the downtown campus in 1920, the 
Doughboy was one of numerous such statues erected 
across the nation to commemorate World War I 
veterans.  It depicts a soldier with a grenade in one 
hand and a ri"e with bayonet in the other.
 The term “Doughboy” was used by European 
soldiers to describe their U.S. allies.  At the time many 
American soldiers entered the European campaign 
from a training base in Texas that was known for its 
white adobe soil.  The soil often discolored the soldiers’ 
uniforms, giving them a doughboy-like appearance.
 Five hundred and forty Furman men — almost 
the entire student body of what was then an all-
male school — volunteered for service during World 
War I.  Six died — Pvt. Thomas J. Lyon, Jr., Pvt. Otis 
Brodie, Lt. John H. David, Lt. Charles S. Gardner, 
Sgt. Charles E. Timmons, Jr., and Cpl. Talmadge 
W. Gerrald.  Their names are inscribed at the base 
of the Doughboy.  In the late 1940s a plaque was 
added bearing the names of Furman students lost 
during World War II.
 The Doughboy, made of copper, was transported 
to the current campus in 1957 and installed as the 
centerpiece of a small circular drive beside the lake.  
Over the years, 
however, the statue 
was vandalized 
several times, and 
in the late 1990s its 
ri"e-wielding left 
hand was broken 
off. 
 In 2003 the 
statue was replaced 
with a sturdier 
bronze model and 
relocated near the Lay Physical Activities Center, across 
from the Bryan Center for Military Science.  The original 
Doughboy is on display at the Greenville History 
Museum. 
— JOHN ROBERTS
Contact craig.waldon@furman.edu to help with the 
Doughboy project.  Reprinted from the May 2010 issue 
of Inside Furman, the internal university newsletter.
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